The presence of the Australian longhorns Aridaeus thoracicus and Didymocantha obliqua in New Zealand is confirmed. Detail of their known distribution and host plants are wen. g '
L,
Eucalyptus in Australia, it is quite feasible that it does in fact utilize this host there. It seems more likely to have entered this country in Eucalyitus material than in either P. malus or C. daucescens.
"
It is unlikely that A. thoracicus would ever be confused with any other cerambycid in New Zealand. The beetles (Fig. 1 ) are 10-20 mm long and strikingly marked with gbld and black. To a lesser degree the larvae are quite easily distinguished from other cerambycine larvae known in New Zealand. Ocelli are absent and the prosternum has the same characteristic striations as the pronotum. The only other cerakbycine larvae (of the ones that are known in New Zealand) that lack fully formed ocelli are Ambeodontus tristis (F.) and Eburilla sericea (White), but in both of these the site where each ocellus should be is marked by an indistinct pigmented spot; also, neither species has a striate prosternum. Oemona hirta (F.) is the only other cerambycine larva that has been recorded from mangrove (FRI records). For a fuller description of A. thoracicus refer to Duffy (1963) .
Didymacontha obliqua
The Australian cerambycid Didymocantha obliqua Newman was first recorded in New Zealand by Bain (1977) who listed it in an appendix, "Established Bark-and Woodboring Insects", but gave no details of collection. A member of the Forest Biology Survey New Zealand Entomologist, 1979, Vol. 7, No.1 50 Left: Aridaeus thoracicus. The dark bands are black and the rest of the elytra reddish gold. The disc of the pronotum, the legs, and antennae are reddish brown. Right: Didymocantha obliqua. Light brown with dark marks on the elytra. The larger eyes and the dark binds on the antennae distinguish it from New Zealand species. It would seem that D. obliqua has been present but unrecognized in New Zealand for a long time. Its only recorded host in Australia (New South Wales and Queensland) is Acacia decurrens (Froggatt 1902) and it is conceivable that the insect reached New Zealand when wattle bark was imported for use in the tanning industry. Searches for larvae of D. obliqua have been unsuccessful.
Didymocantha obliqua (Fig. 1) is 13-16 mm long and is superficially similar to the indigenous species of Didymocantha, particularly Didymocantha picta Bates, but the former's conspicuously banded antennae readily distinguish it. Dr G. Kuschel (pers. comm.) informs me that the New Zealand and Australian species of Didymocantha are not congeneric. The latter can be distinguished by having larger eyes and other slight differences. 
